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MEAT, per month... $12.00 
MILK, per month... 5.00 
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What would you think of the brains of the head of the house if 
he said, “Strict economy being necessary, let us cut down on salt’’? 


sug, 





j 
‘| 


But to cut down on the relatively tiny amounts a community spends 


Le 


on its public library service is to cut down on the intellectual salt 
which gives savor to most of life; which brings out the flavor and 
the meaning of many of life’s happenings; which, especially in times 
of material hardship and privation, can do more than any other 
One factor to make life palatable. Don’t cut the salt out of your 
budget! 


DOROTHY CANFIELD FISHER 
A. L. A. Bulletin, April, 1933 
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Iowa Library Association 
1933 Meeting 

At an Executive Board meeting of the 
Iowa Library Association, in Des Moines 
May 25th, it was decided to hold the 
1933 meeting of the association in Chica- 
go during the conference of the Ameri- 
ean Library Association, October 16 to 
21 on the date to be fixed by the Ameri- 
ean Library Association for state break- 
fasts, luncheons, or dinners. 

The meeting will take one of these 
forms, depending on the time assigned. 

A business meeting and election will 
be held, and former Iowa librarians will 
be invited to attend and participate in 
a short program. ' 

The decision to hold the meeting in 
Chicago was the result of the vote tak- 
en at the district meetings which was 
about 2-1 in favor of Chicago. 





District Meeting, 1933 

In accordance with the schedule al- 
ready published in the Quarterly, five 
district meetings were held the last two 
weeks in April and three the second 
week in May, the intervening week be- 
ing left vacant to allow attendance at 
the Biennial of the Iowa Federation of 
Women’s Clubs at Mason City. 

It seemed to the Secretary of the Li- 
brary Commission, during the meetings 
this year, that the attendance was un- 
usually good and she still thinks so, 
though the figures show the following 
differences: 1932, total attendance, 384, 
libraries represented, 126, librarians in 
attendance, 196, trustees, 134. 1933, 
total attendance, 332, libraries repre- 
sented, 106, librarians present, 154, and 
trustees, 111. 

The largest meetings were at Webster 
City and Oskaloosa with registrations 
of 54 and 52. The meetings having the 
largest number of libraries represented 
were Sheldon and Webster City with 18 
and 17. The largest attendance of li- 
brarians was at Webster City and 
Marion of 25 each, and of trustees at 
Onawa and Sheldon of 24 and 22. 

Under present conditions with libra- 
ries and librarians unable to afford 
traveling expenses this is a good show- 
ing and as has been frequently stated, 


18 


the largest meetings are not necessa 


the best as was again proved this year, a 


though all were good. 

The general subject discussed at all 
the meetings was ‘‘ Meeting the present 
erises,’’ divided as follows: 

Roll Call—Short cuts and petty economies ~ 

successfully tried 


Help from the community 
Can other economies be made to bear the 
burden with salaries and books? 


The part of the trustees and of the libra _ 


rian in the present emergency 
A citizen’s council for constructive econ 
omy 
As far as possible the last two subjects. & 
were introduced by 





trustees, but as 
usual the meetings were very ‘different, ‘ 
points coming up at some meetings, not 


being mentioned at others. z 


The general opinion seemed to be that 


petty economies yield little saving, but 
must be practiced, and indeed always 
have been in many libraries. 

These included the use of scrap paper, 
backs of envelopes, short pencils, used 
ecards, great care in use of lighting, bulbs 
of lower wattage, ete. 

One librarian reported a charge of 3 
cents if a borrower’s number must be 
looked up, and 10 cents for a new read- 
er’s card. Another reported an additional 
charge made if a fine was not paid when 


a book was returned, necessitating a note 


of it om the borrower’s card. Another,a 
saving in the discontinuance of a Te 


serve system, and another in later send- : 


ing of postal notices. 

In the matter of book economies it 
was suggested that magazines contain 
ing recent books in serial form might be — 
made to supplement the collection of re 
eent fiction. 

Also that a good knowledge of a bent Ft 
ry’s book collection, would enable 
substitution of yesterday ’s 
books, when the new books supply wa 
exhausted. 

The subject of other,economies besides 
salaries and books caused lively diseus® 
sions of shortened hours in several meet- 
ings. This is becoming a necessity it 


ee 
t 


popular . 


some libraries from shortage of help, — 


but general opinion seemed to be that ~ 
the hours should be kept as nearly nor 
mal as possible because of increased Use 
of the library. 
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‘The summer hours in many libraries 
are always less than the winter, although 
heat is not an item in the summer, and 
light a less serious one. 

Help from the R. F. C. was reported 

some libraries, the library furnishing 
what material was needed. 

In the discussion of the part of the 
trustee and of the librarian in the pres- 
ent emergency, the old principle of the 
duty of the trustees to secure the finances 
was stressed. 

Citizen’s councils will be taken up 
elsewhere in this issue and will not be 
noticed here. The subject was intro- 
duced at each meeting, but needed time 
for consideration. 

The part taken by trustees in all these 
topics was especially gratifying, and 
many expressed satisfaction in the help 
received. 

The Iowa Library Association meeting 
and memberships were presented at each 
meeting by Miss Hagey, and a gratify- 
ing number of memberships were col- 
lected. A vote was also taken at each 
meeting on the question of Iowa or 
Chicago for the meeting place this year. 
The result will be reported elsewhere. 

The A. L. A. was announced by Miss 
Canon at the Atlantic and Onawa meet- 
ings, and by Miss Hagey or Miss Robin- 
son elsewhere. 

Book talks were given at Atlantie by 
Miss Canon of Council Bluffs, at Web- 
ster City by Miss Aten and Miss Wilson 
of the Library Commission staff, at Per- 
ty by Mr. Brown and members of his 
staff, at Onawa by Miss Glessner and 
Miss Tharp of the Sioux City library 
staff, at Sheldon by Miss Rex of Spencer 
and Miss Walpole of Storm Lake, at 
West Union by three members of the 
Cedar Rapids staff, Miss Erickson, Miss 
Fox, and Miss Zerzanek, at Marion by 

Sutherland of Clinton, and at 
Oskaloosa by Miss Aten and Miss Par- 
melee of the Library Commission staff. 

At each meeting Miss Robinson ex- 
plained the Traveling Juvenile Book Ex- 
hibit, exeept at Webster City where Miss 

avidson was present and spoke. This 
will also receive notice elsewhere. 

formal speaker at the Atlantic 
meeting was Mrs. A. A. Gillette, who 


gave a pleasant sccount of a Rotarian 
European trip. 


At Webster City, Dr. Effie MeCullum 
Jones talked on ‘‘ Human nature through 
literary eyes,’’ which she illustrated by 
readings from the play, ‘‘The devil 
passes’’ by Levy. 

At Perry, Rev. A. E. Jervis told in- 
terestingly of a recent automobile tour 
through England. 


At Onawa, Rev. O. M. Adams spoke 
on *‘ Exposing’ one’s self to great per- 
sonalities.’’ 

At Sheldon, Col. H. G. Geiger gave 
his experiences in a trip around the 
world. 

Rev. George De F. Fisher at West 
Union told of his boyhood days and edu- 
eation in Hungary. 

Professor Nelson Vance Russell spoke 
at Marion on present political conditions 
in Europe and the sore spots where 
trouble may occur. 

At Oskaloosa, Josephine Steckel of 
Bloomfield, spoke entertainingly of her 
visit to Mexico and illustrated it with 
numerous Mexican wares, which she had 
brought back. These talks were all great- 
ly enjoyed and gave a variety to the 
afternoon programs. 

At Oskaloosa members of the Ottum- 
wa staff put on a humorous play, ‘‘ Ref- 
erences required.’’ At Sheldon, during 
the lunch hour a demonstration of skits 
and verse was given by groups of chil- 
dren from the Shakespeare Club super- 
vised by Mrs. LaFoy. 

Appetizing lunches were served in 
some places at hotels, and others at 
churches, the price not being above 50 
cents at any place. Thirty-seven mem- 
berships in the Iowa Library Association 
were paid during the meetings. The 
first two weeks the weather was beauti- 
ful—not as much can be said for the 
last week. 

The good work of the chairmen, which 
added so much to the pleasure and profit 
of the meetings, was appreciated by all. 

Resolutions of thanks to the boards 
and librarians of the entertaining libra- 
ries, and to the speakers at the different 
meetings were passed at each place. 

At the Atlantic meeting messages were 
received from Mary Adams and Sarah 
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Palmer, former librarians of the At- 
lantic and Red Oak libraries, and the 
chairman was instructed to send letters 
of Greeting to these two people. 

The following chairmen were elected 
for the coming year and their election 
has since been confirmed by the Execu- 
tive Board: 

Southwest—Sara Sheppard, Corning 


Middlewest—Sadie R. Stevens, 
Carroll 


Northwest—Helen Rex, Spencer 

Southeast—May B. Ditch, Ottumwa 

Middle East—Mrs. Elizabeth Holck, 
Vinton : 

Northeast—Dora Carter, Upper Iowa 
University, Fayette 


Central—Mrs. Martha A. Newlon, 
Winterset 


North Central—Charlotte Crosley, 
Webster City 


Iowa Library Association 
Memberships 1933 Paid Previous to State 
Meeting, October 14, 1932 


Carpenter, Mrs. H. M., Trustee, Monticello 

Centerville Public Library 

Cloughly, Mrs. Charles W., 
Madison 

Gowre, Annie, Interested Citizen, Waterloo 

Dawson, George H., Trustee, Fort Madison 

Emmetsburg Public Library 

Fahey, R. W., Trustee, Fort Madison 

Frailey, J. R., Trustee, Fort Madison 

Laird, Axel, Trustee, Fort Madison 

Malvern Public Library 

Marshalltown Public Library 

Martin, Elizabeth, Staff, Davenport 

Masonic Library, Cedar Rapids 

Montague, H. Ruth, Staff, Council Bluffs 

Osage Public Library 

Paul, Mrs. Harold W., Trustee, Fort Madison 

Robers, Mary J., Trustee, Fort Madison 

Sac City Public Library 

Scherfe, W. A., Trustee, Fort Madison 

Story, Alice B., Librarian, Marshalltown 

Wahrer, Mrs. C. F., Trustee, Fort Madison 

Wilson, Lelia S., Staff, lowa Library Com- 
mission, Des Moines 





Trustee, Fort 


Memberships Paid October 14, 1932- 
June 6, 1933 


Allison Public Library 

Anders, Mae C., Staff, Des Moines 

Aten, Helen H., Staff, lowa Library Commis- 
sion, Des Moines 

Bailey, Flora, Librarian, Perry 

Barker, Frankie J., Librarian, Villisca 

Barnard, Gertrude, Librarian, Atlantic 

Birk, Maye, Librarian, Anamosa 


Blake, Mrs. Grace, Staff, Winterset 
Burlington Public Library 
Byers, Clara, Staff, Newton ' 
Byers, Mrs. Frances Kendall, Librarian, 
Charles City es 
Carter, Dora, Librarian, Upper lowa Une 
versity, Fayette “ea 
Charles City Public Library “a 
Conrad, Freda, Staff, Cedar Rapids * 
Davidson, Mrs. W. T., Librarian, Allison 
DeVol, Ora, Staff, Ottumwa 
Ditch, May B., Librarian, Ottumwa 
Dubuque Public Library pe 
Dunbar, Ralph M., Staff, lowa State Cotega q 
Ames t 
Fort Dodge Public Library 
Foster, Harriet, Librarian, Clarinda 
Gibbons, Martha, Staff, Ottumwa “7 
Gleason, Mrs. Elizabeth, Librarian, Oelwein — 
Gray, Mrs. H. Bernard, Librarian, Fort D 3 
Guenther, Martha M., Librarian, P. EB. Q@ 
Memorial Library, Mt. Pleasant 
Hagey, E. Joanna, Librarian, Cedar Rapids © 
Halden, Mrs. W. R., Librarian, Grundy 
Center a 
Harvey, Mrs. H. J., Librarian, Sibley = 
Hobbs, Ruby, Staff, Ottumwa ‘ia 
Holck, Mrs. Elizabeth J., Librarian, Vinton 
Hornseth, Mrs. Violet, Librarian, Spirit Lake 
Horton, Mary E., Librarian, Manson 
Iowa City Public Library 
Jay, M. Berdena, Librarian, Shenandoah — 
Johnson, Gladys B., Staff, Indianola 
Jones, Mrs. Ruth, Staff, Shenandoah 
Ladd, Mrs. Orra, Librarian, Inwood : 
McCoy, Mary E., Librarian, Indianola 
McCullough, Mrs. Jessie, Staff, Ottumwa 
Millard, Mrs. Cora Poor, Librarian, E 
ton 
Muller, Alma, Staff, Ottumwa 
Nelson, Mrs. Gertrude, Librarian, Aud 
Newlon, Mrs. Martha A., Librarian, ' 
terset 
Ottumwa Public Library 
Parmelee, Mary F., Staff, Iowa Library € 
mission, Des Moines 
Peters, Alice, Librarian, Stuart 
Peterson, Lucile, Librarian, Estherville — 
Pherrin, Helen Yvonne, Staff, lowa 
Commission, Des Moines 
Phillips, Mrs. Anna, Librarian, Central C 
Pocahontas Public Library 
Rex, Helen, Librarian, Spencer 
Robinson, Julia A., Secretary, Iowa 
Commission, Des Moines 
Sheldon Public Library < te 
Shepard, Helen Keogh, Staff, lowa Library 
Commission, Des Moines as 
Spayde, Mrs. F. M., Librarian, Garner 
Storm Lake Public Library ‘ 
Sutherland, Lillian A., Librarian, Clinton 
University Library, lowa City f. 
Upper Iowa University Library, Fayette 
Walpole, Elizabeth, Librarian, Storm i 
White, Mrs. Z. Z., Staff, Storm Lake 


Wilson, Mrs. Nellie M., Librarian, a 
Rapids 
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Citizen’s Councils for Constructive 
Economy 


How does the per capita expended 


. for libraries, playgrounds, police and 


fre departments, streets, etc., compare 
with those in other cities? How do you 
account for the variation? Which of 
these services are operated most efficient- 
ly? Does your local government have 


- q satisfactory executive budget which 


actually works so that a taxpayer may 
know in advance what the government 
proposes to spend for a certain activity, 
and can favor or oppose such expendi- 
ture before it is authorized? How many 
separate governments levy taxes on your 
property ? 

These are but a few of the questions 
in which all taxpayers are interested, 
as are those interested in the levy of 
taxes for libraries, schools, and other 
educational agencies. 

There are many organizations for the 
reduction of taxes, but few to study their 
equalization and revision. 

For this reason the American Library 
Association and other national organiza- 
tions are urging the formation of local 
citizen’s councils for constructive econo- 
my. Existing groups of citizens or rep- 
resentatives of the library, the school, 
women’s clubs, service clubs, and others 
interested might form such a council or 
committee. The object of this council 
would be the study of local and state 
financial problems that in the wide- 
spread demand for reduction of public 
expenditures, taxes should be equalized 
as well as reduced. 

The formation of such councils was 
brought up for discussion at each dis- 
trict meeting, but while interest was 
shown by a number of trustees, we fear 
that not enough was carried home to 
secure the formation of local organiza- 
tions. Yet we feel that this is a most 
constructive and helpful suggestion and 
should receive the attention of library 
trustees 


It is not the intention that the library 
board as a whole shall form the nucleus 
of a local council, but that one or two 
tepresentatives of the library board shall 

appointed to confer with others in- 
| ‘terested in the organization, such as the 


P. T. A., schools, playground and park 
people, women’s clubs, ete., asking for 
the appointment of representatives to 
form a small committee to undertake 
the study of such questions as those sug- 
gested above and others. 

The American Library Association 
has a helpful and suggestive leaflet 
which will be sent upon application to 
the A. L. A. Headquarters, or to the 
Secretary of the Iowa Library Commis- 
sion. Further information may be found 
in the A. L. A. Bulletin. 

Librarians might well suggest that 
this be made the basis of a winter’s work 
by the women’s clubs and other organiz- 
ations. 





Traveling Juvenile Book Exhibit 


This is a plan arranged by Letha M. 
Davidson, chairman of the Book Produe- 
tion Committee of the Children’s See- 
tion of the A. L. A., to give the libra- 
rians of the smaller libraries a chance 
to see and examine some of the late chil- 
dren’s books before making purchases. 

Two different exhibits have been made 
up of 34 books each, representing 22 
publishers, one of which has been started 
east and the other west. They are sup- 
posed to stay three days at each library 
for examination by the librarian and 
others who may make memorandum of 
those desired for purchase, which is to 
be made through the regular purchase 
channels of the library. 

The libraries are under no obligation 
to buy and the only cost is the transpor- 
tation to the next place to have the ex- 
hibit, and if they can be sent by an 
automobile going to that place, there 
will be no cost. In any event, it will 
not be more than 50 cents. 

Eighty libraries have asked to have 
this exhibit, but at three days each it 
will take some time to cover half that 
number of libraries, which is what will 
be expected of each exhibit. Then their 
journeys may be continued to the other 
half of the state if desired. 

Explanation regarding this exhibit 
was given at the district meetings and 
through letters to the librarians, but 
further information will be sent if de- 
sired by writing to Miss Robinson. 


~~ 


. ee a ee 


+ oe em > 
ee tee 











ae 





emt 
P 2 








' 
ia 
L 








Working for Nothing 
By Elizabeth D. Clark, 
Head Cataloger, University of Missouri 


The problem of the person who offers 
to work ‘‘for nothing’’ or ‘‘for train- 
ing’’ is one that we have for many years 
invited by various kinds of training 
classes and apprentice systems. To this 
existing predisposition has been added 
recently the idea of ‘‘made work’’ by 
relief committees to avoid the evils of 
the dole or of charity. It is not surpris- 
ing that the idea of employing our idle 
librarians in some such manner has oc- 
curred to many of us. 

There are unquestionably immediate 
advantages to both library and individ- 
ual. The library with a salary budget 
eut of 25 per cent must either cut its 
salaries by 25 per cent, cut its staff by 


25 per cent or more, since most libraries 


have reduced staffs at the lower levels— 
or it may combine salary and staff redue- 
tions. If salaries in our profession had 
kept pace with increasing demands for 
training and efficiency it would be no 
more than just that we take full salary 
cuts with the rest of the world. Since, 
for various reasons, we are still behind 
other comparable professions in tangible 
rewards, it seems essential to keep our 
salaries, hours and working conditions 
as nearly as possible on a level with our 
nearest kin among the professions— 
teaching. To do this we must in most 
libraries have a lower ratio of reductions 
than obtains in other professions and 
trades. The same argument holds good 
as to hours. We have succeeded better 
here than in the case of salaries but we 
have no ground that we can afford to lose. 

For a number of years libraries have 
been working under expansion condi- 
tions. New services have been developed, 
fees have been decreased or done away 
with. We have constantly improved in 
the way of long open hours, expert ref- 
erence service, generous readers’ assist- 
ance, duplicate copies ad infinitum, tele- 
phone service, full cataloging — every- 
thing, in fact, to make things easier and 
pleasanter for the public. To check these 
services suddenly and in the face of 
increased demands is a staggering task. 
Free labor or relief labor would permit 
the library to maintain its services and, 


at the same time, to maintain its 5 ry 
schedule by dismissal of assistants in ; 
proportion to the unpaid assistance re” 
ceived—the viewpoint of the dismissed 
assistants is not for this paper to disenss, = 
The immediate benefit to the unem- 
ployed librarians is unquestionable, — 
Empty time would be filled, anxions — 
minds diverted for some hours at least, 
The great majority of our unemployed * 
are recent graduates who need experi. 
ence and who need it now while their ~ 
training is fresh and the enthusiasm ep- 4 
gendered in their schools is at its live 
liest. They would have the advantage ~ 
of being on the ground when an open. _ 
ing with pay developed and they would ~ 
be in a position to suggest—most taet- — 
fully, I hope—‘Here I am. I haye ~ 
served you well and freely these many — 3 
weeks. Is not this position my just re 
ward?’’ I do not agree with Miss Hart a 
(Wilson Bulletin, March, 1933, p. 433) Fe 
that volunteer work is always accompan- 
ied by an ‘‘inevitable lack of responsi- — 
bility.’’ In all positions that I have ee : 4 
I have been besieged dy persons who 
offer to work for nothing, ‘*for experi- 
ence’’ or ‘‘for training’’—always, of < 
course, with that idea in the background 
that they will thus work into the system 
without formal library school training, 
During the fat years these applicants ~ 
were invariably the lame, the halt and 
the blind. But under today’s conditions : 
there exists a considerable army of high 
grade, trained men and women who are e 
willing to work for experience, for some 
remote ‘‘chance,’’ or to fill time, and) 
whose services would be as good as the ] 
best. To put these idle librarians into ~ 
libraries which have been compelled to 
eut heavily in personnel would be, 
the time, a great relief to all co ria 
However, this relief would be a 
temporary and it seems probable that 
ultimately the profession, as a ree 
and with it these very unemployed libra — 
rians, would lose much more than had 
been gained. 


The most serious result would be aii 
the attitude of the tax paying abl 
The public has, for some years past, wi 
for all the improvements in our 
The library has been working into ~ 
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with such luxuries of civilization as good 
roads, lighted streets, and splendidly 

uipped schools, for which city councils 
and legislatures have been advised by 
their constituents to appropriate funds. 
Mr. Taxpayer is at present greatly in- 
eonvenienced because his auto springs 
were broken by a drop into bad hole 
in the road; because, since the oppor- 
tunity teacher was dropped, he has had 
to devote his once free evenings to help- 
ing slow little Junior with his home 
work: because, since Darktown, Mis- 
souri, had to turn off the street lights, 
Mrs. Taxpayer is afraid to cross the 
street alone and some male of the family 
must go along, lugging the resurrected 
coal oil lantern. We can be quite sure 
that Mr. Taxpayer is going to be only 
too eager to vote more funds for roads, 
schools and street lights at the earliest 
possible moment. How will he vote for 
the library ? 

Few people who receive benefiis gratis 
ask how these benefits are financed. 
Fewer still volunteer to help with the 
fnancing. It is not pleasant for libra- 
rians, people whose whole profession 
rests upon the principle of service, to see 
their old friends and patrons inconven- 
ienced. But if we are to save the libra- 
ries and maintain the profession in its 
arduously attained position we must fall 
into line with all the trades and profes- 
sions, make whatever sacrifices are our 
ethical share, but offer nothing more. 
We must serve, not as we did five years 
ago, but as we can today. We may still 
keep open but our readers cannot drop 
in any time from 9:00 a. m. to 10:30 
p. m.; they must do a part of their own 
reference work or their club papers 
must be less frequent and less well pre- 
pared; they must do more leafing 
through books and less relying on cata- 
logs to discover what books on dogs con- 
tain good chapters on commercial ken- 
nels. To expect the public to restore our 
budgets when they have not shared in 
the deprivations caused by reductions, is 
to show ourselves lamentably ignorant of 
human nature. 

Failure to secure increased budgets 
will have, inevitably, a demoralizing ef- 
feet on the profession. Many more diff- 
tulties will arise when other fields im- 


prove and the library remains at its 
present low level. Unpaid workers will 
have enough of starving while they work. 
Perhaps they will drift into other oceu- 
pations. With their withdrawal we will 
be forced into the curtailment of service 
or the reduction of salaries which we 
have postponed. We may even be faced 
again with a shortage of librarians. If 
the unemployed stay with us they will 
become more urgently competitive. 
Standards capitulate to hunger. Those 
who have worked for nothing will be 
ready to underbid; services unpaid for 
through many months are not going to 
seem so valuable as the profession has 
tried to prove them. We of the A. L. A. 
are no trade union; we have no fixed 
wage scale; we do not combine in war 
against the public, our employers; we 
do not gather to stone and revile ‘‘seab’’ 
labor. We hope that we never shall so 
lose our standards of dignity and pro- 
priety. But the very fact that we do 
not resort to these means makes us more 
vulnerable to ruinous competition. Miss 
A., worth $2,500 but getting nothing, 
will hear that there is a vacancy in Dark- 
town—the place that just voted back its 
street lights. The work at Darktown is 
worth $2,500. Darktown used to pay it 
and can now afford to pay it again. 
But Miss A. knows that there are fifty 
librarians, each worth $2,500, applying 
for that position and she so desires any- 
thing at all (Headquarters can, doubt- 
less, give distressing statistics as to the 
requests they have on file for ‘‘anything, 
anywhere, at any salary’’) that she of- 
fers her services for $1,500. Naturally 
Darktown leaps at the bargain. And 
forty-nine $2,500 librarians are forced 
down another step toward a $1,500 sal- 
ary. Again Miss B. who has been work- 
ing for nothing in Darktown while the 
lights were out, hears that the second 
clerical is going to marry. The second 
clerical, a high school graduate with sec- 
retarial training has been getting $75 a 
month. Miss B. has a degree from a 
recognized college, a second degree from 
a high grade library school, she reads 
two languages easily, and can manage 
several others. Her services—gratis— 
have been excellent. But these months 
of working for nothing at all have made 
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$75 look to Miss B. like affluence. And 
the board, accustomed to Miss B’s serv- 
ices for nothing, is apt to feel quite gen- 
erous in that it did not suggest to Miss 
B. that, under present conditions, $60 
would be quite sufficient. 

I do not mean to declare that all work 
for nothing is at all times and in all 
places utterly bad. There are positions 
to be created where none existed before. 
There are services to be developed which 
will not compete unwisely with existing 
services. That Case III described by 
Miss Etheridge (Wilson Bulletin, March 
1933, p. 427) is evidently not a vacancy 
caused by cutting the staff. Such an 
entirely new service may very well be 
filled temporarily by an unpaid worker 
in the hope that when she ceases to work 
for nothing an appropriation will be 
made to continue the service. What I 
do mean to assert is that working for 
nothing, outside recognized charities, is 
very poor economic policy. 

Nore—In a personal letter, giving 
permission to use the foregoing article, 
Miss Clark writes: 


“We, like all the rest of the world, have 
suffered heavy cuts. Much of the work of 
my department must be allowed to accumu- 
late for the biennium or longer. At the 
same time I have had several good ap- 
plicants anxious to work for nothing in ex- 
change for training and experience. The 
temptation is sore but we are, on principle, 
declining all volunteer workers. It is not 
only dangerous to future budget requests 
but it seems unfair to the assistants we are 
releasing.” 


Grace Shellenberger 

News of the death of Miss Shellen- 
berger in the hospital at Davenport on 
March 29th brought surprise and sor- 
row to many in Iowa and the country 
over. She had been in frail health for 
so many vears, and her friends knew she 
had been in the hospital for a number 
of weeks, but her fight for life and 
strength to do her work had been so 
brave that it was hard to believe that 
she had gone. 

Funeral services were held in Daven- 
port and her burial took place at Hum- 
boldt amid many friends who had driven 
in the rain, some many miles, to pay this 
last tribute to one whom they admired 
and loved. 





Grace Shellenberger was born in Bol. 
var, Missouri. When she was eighteen — 


her parents died and she came to Hum. ~ 
boldt to live with relatives. There ghe — 
taught school for a time and when the — 


Carnegie Library building opened ig 
1909 she was its first librarian. 

In 1911 she became children’s libra. 
rian of the Des Moines Public Library, 
remaining in that position until 1917, 
During this time she took the children’s 
training course at the Carnegie Library 
School at Pittsburgh. 

From 1917 to 1919 Miss Shellenberger 
was supervising librarian of the State 


Institutions of Iowa and also organized | 


the library at Fort Des Moines and 
served as librarian there. 


In 1919 she went to Kewanee, Illinois, 4 


as librarian, returning to Iowa to be- 
come librarian of the Davenport Public 
Library in 1920, where she remained un- 
til the time of her death. 

She taught children’s work in the 
Iowa Library Summer School from 1914 
to 1924 and was President of the Iowa 
Library Association in 1922-23, besides 
holding various committee positions in 
the A. L. A. and I. L. A. Whatever 
position she held was always efficiently” 
filled. 

Such is the brief outline of her busy 
years, but only those who knew Grace 
Shellenberger well can realize the full- 
ness of the life which she put into those 


years, pouring out her energies for her _ 


work and her friends. 


She was an excellent organizer, a good 
executive, an unusually attractive speake 


er, possessed of a keen mind, and a dis 


criminating knowledge of books, but she 
had above all a gracious personality, @ 
sympathetic quality of spirit, and a kind= 
ly interest in people which made friends~ 


of all whom she met or who called upon — 


her. Of intimate friends she had many ” 


who depended upon her for advice, em 
couragement, and sympathetic under 
standing. 

Her interest in and her devotion to her 
library and her library staff was very 
strong, and her distress over the redue ~ 


tion in appropriation and in staff sak og 


aries was probably one of the causes of 
her last illness. S 
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She is gone and we shall miss her in 
our library gatherings and work, and in 
our personal friendships. But the 
memory of her life, like fragrant oint- 
ment poured forth, will remain with us 
to strengthen and sweeten our lives for 

to come. 

Resolutions of respect were passed by 
the Davenport Public Library, but space 
does not permit their inclusion here. 


Summer Library School Society 
Pictures : 


Several years ago the Summer Li- 
brary School Society purchased two pic- 
tures with the idea that they should be 
loaned to the smaller libraries of the 
state for a certain time and then passed 
on to another library. 

The pictures are in the Library Com- 
mission office and the Secretary will be 
glad to send them out for six months to 
any library which would like to use 
them for that time, with the understand- 
ing, of course, that the library borrow- 
ing them shall pay the transportation 
charges. The pictures are framed and 
covered with glass and must therefore 
go by express. At the moment we are 
unable to give the names of the pictures. 


Iowa Students in Library Schools 


The following Iowa students are re- 
ported as having been in attendance at 
the various library schools during the 


past year: 
Columbia University 
George F. Purdy. 
Drexel Institute 
Mrs. Leona Watland Terrell, Oskaloosa. 


Pratt Institute 
Mildred Virginia Edwards, Indianola 
(formerly employed in Jacksonville, Florida, 
ise” Library, Summer Library School, 








Simmons College 
Georgia M. McCollister, Iowa City. 
Virginia Poor, Burlington. 


, University of Illinois 
Noreen Ruth Chalice, Independence. 
Hoyt Rees Galvin, Pleasantville, 


University of Michigan 
Herbert 8. Dahlstrom, Coe College, 1922-’28. 
Ermest M. Espelie, Luther College, 1927-31. 
University of Wisconsin 
Cheryl E. Ellsworth, Dubuque. 
linor J. Francis, Marshalltown. 


Local Collections in Public Libraries 
By Mary Brown Humphrey, 

A. L. A. Public Documents Committee, 
University Libraries, lowa City 
_“*In collecting and preserving mate- 
rials of local history, the public libraries 
of Iowa have an important function to 


perform.’’ This was written by Dr. 
Shambaugh of the State Historical So- 
ciety in 1904, and in the 29 years since, 
it has become increasingly true. The 
history of the state goes on, a world war, 
a wave of great material abundance, then 
a hollow of great distress, more inter- 
esting and more complex with each year. 
All of which perhaps makes it worth 
while to review again the publie libra- 
ry’s responsibilities toward the printed 
records of these crowded times. 

Iowa, as a state, has fully sensed this 
duty ; and so we have the fine collections 
of newspapers, documents, clippings, 
and other data of state interest of the 
Historical Department and Library 
Commission at Des Moines and the State 
Historical Society at Iowa City. But 
these centralized collections can never 
get the material each public library has 
the opportunity to find in its own en- 
vironment. 

What should be kept is summarized 
by Dr. Shambaugh: ‘‘The public libra- 
ry ... should make a business of collect- 
ing and preserving the data and mate- 
rials pertaining to the life and history 
of the community ... Indeed, the pub- 
lic library should become the store house 
for all such matter as: (1) files of the 
local newspapers and sets of periodicals 
and journals published in the commun- 
ity; (2) official publications of the town 
and county in which the library is lo- 
eated (e. g., city ordinances, school laws, 
and reports of county officers); (3) lo- 
cal town or city directories; (4) an- 
nouncements, programs, proceedings, 
ete., of all local historical, literary, scien- 
tific, political, philanthropical, educa- 
tional, fraternal, and religious clubs and 
organizations; (5) books, pamphlets, 
articles, etc., written by men and women 
who live in the community in which the 
library is located; (6) photographs and 
autographs and autograph letters of 
prominent citizens; and (7) clippings 
relative to the local community.”’ 
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Much of this must be gathered in 
quickly if at all. Nothing responds bet- 
ter to the magician’s phrase ‘“‘now you 
see it and now you don’t.’ One day a 
town will be strewn with the announce- 
ment, broadside or program of some local 
event, be it school pageant, election con- 
test, or county fair. A month later, 
thanks to the cleanly habits of officials 
and housewives, the library might hunt 
in vain for a copy for its files. Yet it 
could be had for the asking, would the 
library but ask NOW. 


In watching for pamplets and articles 
of local interest, the library is wise to 
engage the sympathy of those in the 
town who are historically minded. There 
is nearly always one such, and perhaps 
a group, to whom the traditions and de- 
velopment of their home is an absorbing 
interest, and who will take pride in a 
library rich in local material. 


How and where to keep all such news- 
papers, pamphlets, and clippings is no 
easy question, for time and space runs 
through the problems of each library 
day. But kept it should be, and in an 
orderly system of scrap books, pamphlet 
boxes, vertical files, and manilla envel- 
opes, as each library can best develop, 
‘with some card record or index as key. 
If the work necessary for this order is 
impossible now, still KEEP the material, 
and resist the lure of the wastepaper 
basket. Perhaps around that mythical 
corner, along with prosperity, is waiting 
more library assistants. Then the libra- 
rian can have the very real pleasure of 
arranging the hoarded local collection, 
and so serve, not only citizens of the 
present, but those of the future. 





White House Conference Report 


Through the generosity of the Pub- 
lication Committee of the White House 
Conference, fifty copies of this report 
have been sent to the Library Commis- 
sion for distribution in the state. 


Will any libraries not having this re- 
port and desiring a copy, please write 
to the Iowa Library Commission, Des 
Moines, Iowa, and it will be sent on cost 
of transportation. 


A Letter from a Former Librarian 


Dear Miss Robinson: 


Perhaps you have heard of the small 
who asked his father to explain the di 
ence between a pessimist and an op 
the reply was, “an optimist sees the de 
nut, and the pessimist sees the hole.” 


In the present situation, funds low ang 
perhaps going still lower, one is ae! 
forced to see the hole, but I believe liber 
rians will, in spite of it all, see the dough — 
nut. kc 


I have been thinking of the library situa 
tion, most of all what that institution means 
to a community. When libraries were made 
possible by Mr. Carnegie, what a joy it was © 
to see the vision and work for it. 
call how small the amount received from 
taxation seemed and so much to be done 
with it in order to organize the library, ~ 
the first purchase of books, supplies, ete ~ 
But what a joy to be a part of it and watch ~ 
it grow until now we are proud of our & 
braries. BS 


Those first years meant sacrifice on the ~ 
part of librarians. In the Red Oak library = 
I worked first month for $20.00, 7 
$25.00, then $30.00, (while the janitor was” 
getting $25.00), the small salary increased — 
as funds would permit and we were grate — 
ful for every forward step. This is the — 
experience of many. c 


But we kept our eye on the goal, 
more of the progress and success of 
institutions we served than of the money 
time consideration. Service was then 
is now the keynote of the success of I 
ries. 


Time has marched on and again it 
sacrifice. I am sure lowa librarians will all 
see the doughnut, and I am very sure, 
the determination to serve, and as in 
past, making the most of the amount 
hand, thankful that there are many gon 
books awaiting people, which they 
never read, so they are not deprived of # 
reading, even though book funds are lo 
and patrons will respond to such af 
tude. And perhaps, who knows, the 
is not far distant when instead of just 100% 
ing for the doughnut, the librarians maj 
have it. “ 

I hope, Miss Robinson, as a reward fF © 
your patience and perseverance int hat 
ing your high standards in the face of OF 
stacles you may have a baker’s dozen oll 
doughnuts. aa 

With every good wish, a 

Sincerely, a 
(Signed) SARAH PALMER - 


Red Oak, Iowa, April 13, 1933. 
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3 Library Service in Conservation Camps 


During June a request came from Rev. 


d Tennant, Chaplain at Camp 
Wapello, through Mrs. Steckel, that 
frayeling Library books be sent to the 
Bloomfield library for this camp. This 
was immediately done and an enthusi- 
astic letter was received from the young 
man in charge of the library saying that 
the books were a ‘‘howling suecess’’ as 
there seemed to be a book that appealed 
toevery boy in camp. He also promised 
to take care of the books and return 
them in as good condition as when they 
were received, all of which was very sat- 
isfactory. 

Two letters have also come from libra- 
rians in libraries near other camps, say- 
ing application had been made for books 
from individual borrowers. 

The reply of the secretary was that 
nothing should be done without the co- 
operation of the commanding officers and 
what is done is a matter of library policy 
to be decided by the library board, and 
that for individual borrowers there 
should be a card signed with some guar- 
antee for the return of the books. 

Since that time a communication has 
come from the American Library Asso- 


dation which reads as follows: 


“Your letter to the Director of Emergency 
Work, suggesting that library service be 
provided for the reforestation camps similar 
to that furnished in the World War, has 
been given careful consideration. 

It has been decided to provide library 
service for these camps along the lines of 
the present library service of the Regular 
Army. A few copies each of the most popu- 


_ lar magazines and periodicals are being pro- 


vided, as well as daily and weekly news- 
papers; also, stationery and writing mate- 


_ ‘Tal are being furnished each member of the 


mps. A traveling library, allotted on the 
basis of one for each camp, consisting of ap- 
Proximately one hundred books of fiction, 
Mature and travel will be provided for the 
Corps, while a permanent library for each 
company or camp, consisting of reference 
Works, books and pamphlets on forestry, 
nary, text books and books of a gen- 
tral nature which should always be on hand 
will be provided. It is anticipated that books 
will be ready for snipment about June 15th; 
magazines, newspapers, etc., are already be- 
ing furnished. 
Area Commanders are also making 
‘rangements with local authorities to utilize 


: ad books available in local and state libra- 


As suggested in the last paragraph, 
there may be requests for additional 
service, either in groups or by individual 
borrowers, but the principle stated above 
should be adhered to. This is an oppor- 
tunity for libraries, but is one which 
should be undertaken with due regard 
for businesslike methods as well as op- 
portunities for service. 





Depression Adjustments in Libraries 

Many libraries are studying the prob- 
lem of how to economize in order that 
they may keep up service with a de- 
creased budget. The following plans 
which are being tried out in some libra- 
ries may offer a suggestion to others. 

The purchase of much light fiction 
which has no permanent value reduced 
and reprints of certain books waited for. 

The binding of periodicals discontin- 
ued or cut down. Magazines kept 
wrapped or in pamphlet boxes, and 
plainly marked according to title, vol- 
ume and year. 

Attention called to the worthwhile 
older books by special displays, posters, 
lists, ete. 

Postage for overdue notices added to 
the patrons’ fines. 

Popular fiction on reserve circulation 
for three days only, popular non-fiction 
for seven days. 

No children under junior high school 
age admitted at the library after 6 p. m. 

Some good background books of per- 
manent value bought, but those with 
limited appeal borrowed, if possible. 

The number of books which can be 
taken out by each reader at a time re- 
duced. 

Few of the new titles in children’s 
books bought as they are expensive, but 
a larger number of old favorites in at- 
tractive but inexpensive editions. 

Overdue notices sent less frequently. 

Library closed two evenings a week 
to allow librarians time to catch up on 
extra work. 

Some popular non-fiction as well as 
new fiction placed on the rental shelf. 
‘‘One way to make the new books 
around is to make them go faster.’ 
Therefore the Minneapolis Publie Li- 
brary urges its readers to return books 
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as soon as finished, with the following 
admonition from Alice in Wonderland: 
‘* “Will you walk a little faster?’ said 

a whiting to a snail, 

‘There’s a porpoise ‘lose behind us, 
and he’s treading on my tail.’ ”’ 
—Nebraska Public Library Com- 

mission Bulletin, April-June, 1933. 


Literature and Libraries at the 
World’s Fair 

Panel 23 with this heading is to form 
a part of the Iowa exhibit in the Hall 
of States at the World’s Fair. 

This panel will contain two shelves, 
three feet each in length, of “Books 
about Iowa,’’ and two of ‘‘Books by 
Iowa authors,’’ collected by the Iowa 
Library Commission. 

Between these two sets of shelves will 
appear a map of Iowa with the public 
libraries, Traveling Library stations, 
and the library buildings of Iowa in 
different colors. 

At the sides the items of library his- 
tory given below will appear. 


New Series of Broadcasts 


The attention of librarians is called 
to the new series of broadcasts on ‘‘Con- 
structive economy in government”’ 
which begins June 20th and continues 
through September. Each one of these 
covers some phase of the subject of in- 
terest to all taxpayers. The attention of 
library board members especially is 
ealled to the program on August Ist on 
‘*Reducing the library budget’’ on 
which Carl H. Milam, Secretary of the 
American Library Association, speaks. 
Librarians are urged to give publicity to 
all the programs, but especially to the 
one on August Ist. 

A series of leaflets is also issued to 
accompany these broadcasts and may be 
secured from the National Municipal 
League, 309 East 34th Street, New York 
City, at fifteen cents each or two dollars 
for the entire list of fifteen programs. 

A leaflet containing a list of the broad- 
east programs may also be secured, if 
the library has not already received it, 
from the National Advisory Council on 
Radio in Education, 60 East Forty- 

















second Street, New York City, 
should be displayed on bulletin 

Librarians, themselves, do not 
have opportunity to hear these 
grams, but they should be called to 
attention of their board members 
this may do more good than their 
listening in might do. 


Iowa Library History and Service _ 
1839 First Law passed authorizing — 
the establishment of Associa. 
tion Libraries 
1853 First [ibrary established at = 
field under that law 
1860 First Tax Supported Lave] s- 
tablished at Dubuque. ‘ 
1883 First Library Building erected at 
Keokuk, costing $25,000 ES 
1893 First Carnegie Building at Pair. 
field, costing $40,000 ; 
1896 Traveling Library established une 
der State Library > ~ 
1900 Iowa Library Commission estab 
lished ik wi 
1902 Traveling Library transferred 1 
Iowa Library Commission 
1900 48 Tax Supported libraries 
1932 100 Carnegie public library ~ 
buildings, costing $1,109, EL 
000 
4 Carnegie college bu 
costing $125,000 
30 buildings gifts of other 
ors 
1932 174 Tax Supported libraries 
79 Association libraries 
2 Counties with county 
service 
9,595,081 books loaned from t 
libraries in 1931 
No county without a public 
brary 3 
2 towns over 3,000 without a p ub- 
lie library oa 
1 town over 4,000 without a] asx 
lie library 
8 books per capita circulation fe 
population served 
3.8 per capita circulation fon, 
tire population 
Additional Library Information regara 
in Library Service in Iowa— 
Total population of state 2,470) 
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Number of people with public library 
service? 1,179,780 

Number of people without public li- 
prary service? 1,291,159 

Per cent without? 52% 

Counties without a single public libra- 
ry! None (one without tax supported 
library ) 

Places over 5,000 population without 
public libraries? None 

In the January-February-March, 1930 
Quarterly appeared an item regarding 
the standing of lowa library service, 
which gave the circulation in 1925 as 
2.52, probably on the whole population, 
and the per cent of the population with- 
out libraries at 62%. The figures given 
below show a gain. 





Personals 


The Iowa Library Commission has re- 
ceived a copy of a ‘‘Selected list of 
books on Proposed roads to Prosperity,’’ 
by Maria C. Brace, Head, Department of 
Business Economy, Enoch Pratt Libra- 
ry, Baltimore, Md., presented at the An- 
nual Meeting of the Columbian Library 
Association at Frederick, Maryland, 
April 29, 1933. Miss Brace will be re- 
membered as librarian of the Waterloo 
Public Library from 1914 to 1924. 

Charles H. Brown, librarian of Towa 
State College, has been appointed to the 
Summer School faculty of Columbia 
University. 

Mr. Brown is the author of a book on 
“Cireulation Work in College and Uni- 
versity Libraries,’’ just published by the 
A.L. A. A full account of methods and 


Systems used in progressive college and 


university libraries is included. 
Isabel Horne, a former Iowa librarian, 


recently connected with the Michigan 
_ State Library, is the author of a list of 


“Books for Boys recommended for use 
in Welfare Institutions.’’ 
Esther Steinberg, formerly an assist- 
ant in the Mason City Publie Library, 
uated from the State University of 
owa at the recent commencement with 
high distinction. Miss Steinberg is to 


Temait. in the University as an assistant 


m the catalog department. 





Library News of the State 
| 


Albia—Marauders recently made a 
foray on the library but secured only 
five pennies from the cash drawer. 


Allerton—Winifred Conklin, recent- 
ly reported severely bitten by a squir- 
rel, writes that like the report of Mark 
Twain’s death this was ‘‘greatly exag- 
gerated.’’ 

Ames—Public Library—This library 
was also burglarized and two young 
men are being held in custody for this 
and other thefts. 

Bellevue—tIn response to a petition, 
representing 75% of the town taxes, 
the city council voted a library tax and 
appointed a library board. The library 
has functioned for nine years as an 
association library, doing excellent 
work. The board consists of Henry W. 
Anderson, Anna O’Connor, Mrs. George 
Zentner, and Mrs. J. W. Altfillisch. 
Helen Butler is librarian. 

Bloomfield—The library board is ask- 
ing for the donation of used magazines 
for distribution among people now un- 
able to subscribe for magazines or buy 
books. 

Cedar Rapids—Public Library—Jay 
G. Sigmund has been appointed a mem- 
ber of the library board to fill the un- 
expired term of Luther A. Brewer. 

Clarinda—George Musgrave has been 
appointed on the library board to fill 
the vacancy caused by the death of 
I. H. Taggart. 

Clinton—Wartburg College—Profes- 
sor W. J. Knappe, librarian and curator 
of the museum, has resigned his posi- 
tion to return to church work. Profes- 
sor Knappe has held this position since 
1913. 

Council Bluffs—The mayor has ap- 
pointed Charles F, Putnam to the va- 
eancy on the library board caused by 
the resignation of L. M. Martin. 

Davenport—Just in time for inelu- 
sion in this issue of the Quarterly comes 
the announcement from the library 
board, of the selection of Edna Giesler 
as librarian. Miss Giesler is an Iowa 
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girl whose home is in Muscatine, where 
she began her library work. While 
there she took the Iowa Library Sum- 
mer School course and the library 
course at Western Reserve University 
where she graduated in 1921. 

The same year she came to Des 
Moines as branch librarian and later be- 
came head of the extension department. 
In 1929 she went to Toledo, Ohio, in 
charge of the largest branch in the sys- 
tem, and is now first assistant in the 
circulation department. 

Librarians of Iowa will be glad to 
welcome her return to the state. Miss 
Giesler will take up her new work 
August Ist. / 

Des Moines — Historical Department 
—Margaret Harrington, assistant in the 
library, will discontinue her work on 
July Ist. 

Des Moines—Library Club—The an- 
nual picnic of the club was held at 
Greenwood Park on Thursday, June 
8th. After a-delicious dinner the club 
listened to an interesting talk by Mr. 
R. I. Grigsby on his recent attendance 
at the Convention for Adult Education 
in Columbus, and also the forums 
which have been held and will be held 
in the coming three years, the result 
of a gift from the Carnegie Corpora- 
tion. 

Des Moines—Public Library—Ruth 
Shearer, an assistant in one of the 
branches, will leave the library on July 
Ist. 


Eddyville—Mrs. Berde Kussart, li- 
brarian for many years, tendered her 
resignation to the library board at their 
meeting on June 14th. No successor has 
been appointed. 


Forest City—The library used a 
double newspaper column recently to 
print its rules in quarter inch letters. 


Fort Dodge—i. H. Menkel has been 
appointed to membership on the libra- 
ry board to fill the unexpired term of 
E. H. Williams, who has resigned. 

The Butler Branch of the library has 
moved into larger quarters. 

Grundy Center—At the April meet- 
ing of the library board, Mrs. W. C. 
Sargent, who has been a member of the 
board since the library was started, and 


president of the board most of t 
time, was elected honorary pre 
for the remainder of her life. gies 

Hamburg—Mrs. Dorothy Castleman _ 
Solzman, who has been librarian for a . 
number of years, has resigned from ft 
position and Mrs. Leonora Clayton Al 
been elected to the vacancy. ¥ 4 

Iowa City—Library Club—A d 6 
stration of book binding and leather 
tooling was given by Fred James, dr, 
and Darrell Beach of the Hertzh ne 
Bindery before the Library Club on 
May ist. A similar demonstration was 
given in the afternoon before the uni 
versity students. we 

Iowa City—-State University—Joseph _ 
F. Kwapil, librarian of the Philadelphia — 
Publie Ledger Library, and the Curtis — 
Publishing Company, visited the uni 
versity on May Ist and spoke on “The — 
Newspaper’ s Reference Library.” Mr. 
Kwapil has been in this line of work 32 _ 
years, working at the Philadelphia Pub — 
lie Ledger Library sinee 1914. xf 

Tucked away in a little box in the — 
university rare book room, where it is — 
believed to have lain for 40 years, an 
old document bearing the signature of — 
President Abraham Lincoln, and that — 
of his secretary of the treasury, Salmon — 
P. Chase, has been discovered and i 
now on display in the university gen 
eral library. 

Mapleton—The school library aie 
open to the public and school children ae 
on Friday and Saturday afternoon dam 
ing vacation. Celestia Conley will bei 2 
charge during vacation. es 

Marengo—Dr. E. L. Hollis, and J. M. 
Dower have been appointed to 
places on the library board of Judge 
R. G. Popham and Mrs. Leona Su tr 
who recently resigned. - 

Missouri Valley—A pay shelf for J 
fiction has been started at the library 

Mount Pleasant — Entrance wae 
forced into the library one night ¢ 
April and money stolen from the ¢ 
drawer. 

Muscatine—Again an official vote! t 
thanks was tendered to the library 
board by the city council upon pre 
tation of the annual report of 
brary. 
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New Hampton—tThe library grounds 
have been beautifully landscaped 
through the courtesy of one of the 
poard members. 

Ottumwa—RMrs. John Huston, wife of 
the editor of the Ottumwa Courver, has 
been appointed on the library board to 
sueceed Dr. Herrick. . 

Rock Rapids—A pay shelf has been 
started to help in meeting the demand 
for new books which the library finds 
it impossible to supply with a reduced 
budget. 

Sheldon—Lora Shipley, librarian, has 
undergone an operation in a Sioux City 
hospital and will be absent from the 
library for several months during 
which time Mrs. I. H. MeIntire, former 
librarian, will act as librarian. 

Van Meter—The Woman's Club is 
sponsoring a library for the use of all 
residents of the vicinity. It is located 
in the office of the school building and 
will be open from 3 to 5 each Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Saturday afternoon. 

Washington—Blair Law has been ap- 
pointed assistant at the library to suc- 
ceed Mrs. J. M. Godfrey, who has 
served for some time in that position. 
Miss Law had training at the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota Library School. 

Waterloo—Because of removal from 
the city, Frank J. Hanlon, a member of 
the library board for nineteen years, 
and president for the past seven, has 
tendered his resignation. Neil D. Jack- 
son has been appointed to fill the va- 
cancy thus created. John J. Fressle, 
seeretary of the board, has been elected 
president. 

Waverly—After 22 years of efficient 
service as librarian, Mrs. E. L. Kenney 
has resigned her position to take ‘‘a 
real rest’’ she says. Resolutions of 
commendation and appreciation were 
unanimously passed by the board. 

Florence A. Grove of Ames, who has 
had a year’s training at the Illinois Li- 
brary School, has been selected by the 
board to fill the vacancy. 

West Branch—Beginning with the 
Week of May 13th another day will be 
added to the weekly schedule of the 
library, the hours open now being Mon- 
day, Wednesday, and Saturday from 


3 to 5 and 7 to 9 each of these days. 
The additional day will he an accommo- 
dation to the public and will relieve the 
congestion which has crowded the li- 
brary hours. 





Gifts and Benefits 
Ames—State College—So that it may 


“‘rest securely in the Iowa State Col- 
lege Library at least two or three cen- 
turies,’’ Dr. W. T. Hornaday, director 
of the New York zoological park, has 
presented to the college a first edition 
copy of William Beebe’s ‘‘ Monograph 
of the Pheasants.’’ 

The Chariton Library has received 
funds from the Woman’s Club with 
which twenty-two new books were pur- 
chased. 

Pairfield—Parsons College—Between 
2,000 and 3,000 books from the private 
library of the late Herbert Park of 
Humeston have been willed to this li- 
brary. 

The Hubbard library is grateful for 
books received from people of Eldora. 

Rev. Sampson Cocks has presented 
the Indianola library with twenty-two 
books, fiction, religion, and old classics. 

Iowa City — State University — Fac- 
similes of two ancient law books have 
been presented to the Law Library by 
I. L. MeCloud of Washington, D. C., a 
graduate of 1888. 

Manson library has recently received 
gifts of books and money for the pur- 
chase of books. 

At Pocahontas $10.00 for the pur- 
chase of books was given to the library 
by the Auxiliary of the American Le- 
gion. 

Riceville—Mrs. C. N. Kimball of Chi- 
cago has given twenty-nine books to 
the library. 

Storm Lake—For the past nine years 
the library has received an income from 
$1,000, set aside by the late George 
Currier, for the purchase of books. 
Twenty-one books were purchased dur- 
ing the past year with this fund. 

Tama—A gift of books on music has 
recently been made to the library by 
the Philharmonic Society. 
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Among recent deaths were those of 
two men formerly connected with the 
Council Bluffs Public Library. 


One was William 8. Baird, who died 
in Council Bluffs during May. As a 
member of the library board at the 
time, Mr. Baird was chiefly instru- 
mental in securing the gift from the 
Carnegie Corporation for the erection 
of the present library building. He 
was appointed to the board in 1897 and 
served 10 years. 

The other was James D. Edmundson, 
who died recently in Des Moines. Mr. 
Edmundson was a member of the Coun- 
cil Bluffs library board from July 1, 
1891, to July 1, 1900. 


Luther A. Brewer, a member of the 
Cedar Rapids Library Board, died in 
a hospital in Cedar Rapids on May 6th. 
Mr. Brewer had been a member of the 
library board 26 years, 20 years of 
which he was president, and most of 
the time a member of the Executive and 
Book Committees. 


He had literary tastes and civic 
pride which made him a good trustee. 
He was also economical and thrifty, 
but if convinced of the value of a pol- 
icy, he wished the idea carried out. 

He had a fine collection of books on 
printing and etching and first editions, 
and also many etchings. His Leigh 
Hunt collection was one of the finest 
in the country. 

Maude E. Graham, an assistant in 
the Des Moines Public Library system 
for 22 years, died June 4th at the home 
of her sister in Des Moines. During 
her years with the library she assisted 
in opening the University Place branch 
and served as librarian from 1918 until 
1926 when she resigned because of ill 
health. 

T. P. n—A member of the 
Algona library board, died at his home 
May 17th after a prolonged illness. 
Mr. Harrington had been a member of 
the library board for 30 years and sec- 
retary for most of that time. He was 
greatly interested in the welfare of the 
library and will be greatly missed in 
the deliberations of the board. 

Mrs. John McCandless, a member of 
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the Sheldon library board for 35 te 
and president of the board duri ch 
of that time, died recently. ai ‘ 
McCandless resigned from the board ip 
1931 and at that time was made Hop. 
orary President. 

Among the victims of the Long 
Beach earthquake was Pearl Glazier 
Miller, who as Pearl Glazier was libra. 
rian of the Hampton Public Library be 
fore she married Mr. J. L. Miller ip 
August, 1914. Mrs. Miller was ehil 
dren’s librarian at the Belmont Branch 
of the Long Beach Public Library and 
was struck by ornaments around the 
doorway, which fell as she was leavyi 
the building. Mrs. Miller had two 
daughters who have gone to live with 
their grandparents in Wyoming. 

Mrs. Alice Moad, librarian for a num- 
ber of years of the Whiting Publie Li. — 
brary and more recently librarian of 
one of the branch libraries at Sioux 
City, died recently. Mrs. Moad was an 
efficient librarian and was much inter 
ested in her work. 

Ella Parmelee, who recently died at 
Highland, California, was never a 
Iowa librarian but was a teacher at 
Iowa Falls and was an aunt of Mary P. 
Parmelee, of the Library Commission. 
Miss Parmelee went to California 2 
years ago and has been librarian at 
Highland since that time. She was 8 
years old. 


Permanent Loan Pamphlets 


The following ‘‘Little Journeys” ate 
available to libraries asking for them 
and paying the transportation: 

Joseph Addison (2), Michael Angelo (2), 
Audubon, Bancroft, Botticelli, Robert Browr 
ing (3), Edmund Burke, Robert Burns (2), 
Lord Byron, Thomas Carlyle, Copernicus, 
Darwin, Gustave Doré (2), Everett, Jom 
Fiske, Fortuny, Gainsborough, Galileo, Ha¥ 
thorne, Herschel, Humboldt, Huxley, Irving 
Landseer, Lowell, Thomas Macaulay, Mee 
sonier, Jean Francois Millet, John 
William Morris, Newton, William Pitt, Rem 
brandt (2), Rubens, Ary Scheffer, 
Robert Southey (2), Jonathan Swift, 
Tennyson, Tyndall, Anthony Van Dyck (@) 
Velasquez, Wallace. A few other 
are available upon request. 

Birth control, Cabinet form of goversmant 
Japanese exclusion, Mencken school 
thought, Participation of the 
cabinet in Congress. 














